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Visitor’s Guide to Gl 





Mission Santa Barbara 








1—These present day museum rooms were originally used as 
living quarters for the missionaries and guests. Today this first 
room contains a collection of religious vestments which date 
to the mission period. Most of these are made of silk and are 
embroidered with silver and gold. Old chalices, patens, and 


other sacred vessels are also on display. 


2—This room is a typical missionary’s bedroom. The bed is 
an animal skin stretched across a wooden frame. The statue 
of St. Anthony above the door is the oldest wood carving in 
the mission. It was brought here in 1790. 

3—The Chumash Indians were taught the various crafts and 
trades at the Mission. On display are tools, building materi- 
als and other aritfacts made by the Indians. 

4—Various religious articles have been brought together in 
this room. The altar, made by the Indians, was part of the first 
adobe church, 1789. The large book on display is a sheeps- 
kin Psalter. The statues are wood carvings from Mexico. 
5—This room contains furnishings of the Mission period. The 
paintings and statues date from eighteenth and nineteenth 
century, Mexico. 

6—On display i in this museum room are kitchen utensils from 


the mission period: copper kettles, grinding stones, baskets. 


Notice also the interior wall which is not plastered. It is a 
good example of the typical adobe construction of the mis- 
sion walls. The beams are of oak, pine and sycamore. 


7— Originally this beautiful garden was a working area 
where many of the Indians learned the crafts and trades. The 
workshops and some of the living quarters for the Indians 
were located in the surrounding buildings. 


8—1In the Mission Church are many examples of eighteenth 


and nineteenth century Mexican art. The two paintings to- 
wards the front are the largest in the California Missions and 
are approximately two hundred years old. 

The two marble plaques on the floor bear the names of the 
early missionaries and laymen buried in the crypt below the 
sanctuary. 


9—There were approximately four thousand Indians buried 
in this cemetery. The vaults and mausoleums date from the 
1850's to the present day. The large mausoleum in the rear is 
used by the Franciscans. The large tree in the center, is a 
Morton Bay Fig, a native of Australia. 


10—The beautiful Moorish fountain was built in 1808. The 
large basin is a lavanderia and was used by the Indian women 
to wash clothes. Pa 


MISSION SANTA BARBARA 
Founded Dec. 4, 1786 


Mission Santa barbara was the tenth of the California missions to be founded 
by the Spanish Franciscans. It was established on the Feast of St. Barbara, 
Dec. 4, 1786. Padre Junipero Serra, who had founded the first nine 
missions, had already gone to his reward. It was Padre Fermin Francisco de 
Lausen, his successor, who raised the cross here and placed Padre Antonio 
Paterna, a companion of Serra, in charge. He put up the first buildings and 
made the first converts. 


The original buildings were of adobe and unpretentious. As the years 
passed, there was progress and development. There were three adobe 
churches here, each larger than the other, before the present church. The 
third was destroyed by earthquake in 1812. Thereafter the present church 
was planned. It was finished and dedicated in 1820. The present friary was 
built gradually, first one story, then a second was added. It was not finished 
until 1870. The beautiful fountain in front of the mission was built in 1808. 
The earthquake of June 29, 1925, damaged the mission church and friary 
considerably. 


The Indians of the Santa Barbara area were the Chumash or Canalino. They 
lived by hunting, fishing and seed gathering, and lived in semi-oval huts built 
of tule. The Franciscan missionaries attracted these Indians to the mission by 
gifts and kind treatment. A special Indian town was built for those who 
wished to become Christians, close to the mission. Here they were trained in 
the ways of civilized life and in Christian living. Between 1786 and 1846, 
4,715 Chumash Indians became Christians. A good many of them were 
buried in the cemetery adjoining the mission church. 


The Franciscans taught the Indians agriculture. The principal products of the 
field were wheat, barley, corn, beans and peas. Orange and olive trees were 
planted and vines were cultivated. Water was brought from the mountain 
creeks to irrigate the fields and for domestic use. To impound these waters, 
Indian Dam was built in 1807, about two miles upstream. The water was led 
to the mission by an aquaduct, the water flowing by gravity. The ruins of 
these, together with a mill, tanning vats, a storage reservoir, and a filter, 
may be seen near the mission today. 


Mission Santa Barbara had cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, mules and horses in 
great number. In 1809, there were 5,200 head of cattle, and in 1803, 
11,221 head of sheep. About the mission the Indians made adobes, tiles, 
shoes, and woolen garments, learned the trades of carpenter and mason, 
and became herdsmen and farmers. They also learned to sing and play 
intrumental music. The Franciscans did not own the mission. They adminis- 
tered the mission for the benefit of the Indians. 


When the mission period was over, the buildings were used for a number of 
purposes. From 1868 until 1877 the Franciscans conducted a high school and 
junior college for boys, both for boarders and local students. In 1896, a 
seminary was opened at the mission for candidates studying for the priest- 
hood. Until the summer of 1968 the School of Theology for the Franciscan 
Province of St. Barbara was located in the mission buildings. The Friars work 
in various apostolates in the western states. They continue to serve the Indians 
of Arizona and New Mexico as well as the foreign missions. The mission 
church today is used by the parish of St. Barbara. 
-“~ 





